
Jonathan Rapping Biography

Jonathan Rapping is a nationally renowned criminal justice innovator and the Founder and former Chief Executive Officer of Gideon’s Promise, a nonprofit public defender organization whose mission is to transform the criminal justice system by building a movement of public defenders who provide equal justice for marginalized communities.

Since its inception in 2007, Gideon’s Promise has grown from a single training program for sixteen attorneys in two public defender offices in Georgia and Louisiana to a national enterprise with over 1,000 participants in 40 offices across 27 states and the U.S. Virgin Islands. The organization’s initial three-year program for new public defenders has expanded into the only comprehensive model that supports defenders at all levels of their careers, with programming for new lawyers, supervisors, chief defenders, trainers, law students, and the clinical instructors who teach them.

From 2022 to 2024, Rapping served as the Chief Executive Officer of Gideon’s Promise. In 2024, he stepped down as CEO to join the organization’s Board of Directors, where he continues to advance its mission and vision for justice-centered public defense reform.
Rapping is the Professor of Law and Director of the Criminal Justice Certificate Program at Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School (AJMLS) and visiting Professor of Law at Harvard Law School.
He also serves as the Faculty Director of the Center for Criminal Justice Innovation (CCJI). Through the CCJI, Rapping and his colleagues aim to develop future lawyers with exceptional legal skills and justice-centered values, while connecting them with a robust network of mentors and professionals. Students will be guided to forge a professional identity aligned with their purpose for coming to law school.
Rapping is a frequent contributor to national conversations on criminal justice reform and has been featured by media outlets including The New York Times, The Washington Post, HuffPost, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Mother Jones, Essence, and NPR stations nationwide.

He has spoken at TEDx Atlanta, regularly presents to public defender and criminal defense organizations across the country, and frequently lectures at law schools nationwide. His work with public defenders was the inspiration for the award-winning HBO documentary Gideon’s Army.
Rapping is the recipient of numerous awards and distinctions, including the MacArthur Foundation “Genius” Grant, the American College of Trial Lawyers Emil Gumpert Award, the Harvard Law School Wasserstein Public Interest Fellowship, the Cardozo Law School Inspire Award, and the George Soros Open Society Fellowship.

He and Gideon’s Promise have also received the National Alliance of Sentencing Advocates and Mitigation Specialists Sentencing Project Award, the Southern Center for Human Rights Gideon’s Promise Award, and the Emory University Martin Luther King Jr. Community Service Award.
Rapping earned his J.D. from George Washington University School of Law, his M.P.A. from the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs at Princeton University, and his B.A. from the University of Chicago.

He is the author of Gideon’s Promise: A Public Defender Movement to Transform Criminal Justice (Beacon Press, 2020), which explores a cutting-edge vision for public defenders in the effort to transform the criminal justice system.

Rapping resides in Atlanta, Georgia, with his wife, Ilham Askia, and their children, Aaliyah and Lucas.
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