
Ilham Askia Biography

Ilham Askia is the Co-Founder and former Executive Director of Gideon’s Promise, a national nonprofit public defender organization whose mission is to transform the criminal legal system by building a movement of public defenders who provide equal justice for marginalized communities. As Executive Director, Askia spent 15 years changing the culture of indigent defense representation in America. Before leading the organization, she served as Program Director, where she worked to recruit new public defenders and build lasting partnerships with public defender offices throughout the Southeast.

In 2022, Askia stepped down as Executive Director and joined the Gideon’s Promise Board of Directors, where she continues to advance and strengthen the organization’s vision for public defense reform.

Askia’s leadership and advocacy have been featured by media outlets including Essence, Black Enterprise, Atlanta Magazine, Share International Magazine, Atlanta’s NPR (WABE), and the legal podcast Service Roads: Conversations on the Law and Social Justice.

She regularly speaks at law schools, community organizations, and national criminal justice conferences to discuss the critical role of public defenders. Notably, Askia has been a featured speaker at the SMART on Crime Innovations Conference, the National Association for Public Defense Conference, the Kentucky Department of Public Advocacy Annual Conference, Social Justice Community Foundations, the Federal Defenders Conference, the NAACP Legal Defense Fund Capital Training Conference, the Public Defender Service for the District of Columbia, the Mercer Law Review Conference, and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference Summit, among others.

Under Askia’s leadership, Gideon’s Promise earned numerous honors, including the Stephen B. Bright Public Defender Award, Emory University’s Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Service Award, the Southern Center for Human Rights’ Gideon’s Promise Award, the National Association of Sentencing Advocates and Mitigation Specialists Sentencing Project Award, and the American College of Trial Lawyers Emil Gumpert Award.

The organization also served as the inspiration for the award-winning HBO documentary, Gideon’s Army.

Askia is a member of Leadership Atlanta and the Society of International Business Fellows, and she has been recognized with the WNBA Inspiring Woman Award, the Atlanta Hawks Most Notable Atlantan, and Atlanta Magazine’s Women Making a Mark Award.
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