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The Kentucky Department of Public Advocacy (“DPA”) has 36 trial offices covering all 120 counties of Kentucky, with a 
total defender staff of over 350 attorneys.

# of public defenders in your office?

Kentucky is a beautiful state that spans from the majestic Appalachian Mountains to the scenic lakes of southern 
Kentucky to the farmlands of Western Kentucky to the urban areas of Louisville, Lexington, and Covington (Cincinnati).  
Attractions include the Kentucky Bourbon Trail, Churchill Downs, Mammoth Cave National Park, Cumberland Falls, the 
Muhammad Ali Center, and Kentucky’s 44 State Parks.

An LSPP fellow would work as full-time public defender in one of DPA’s trial offices.  From the start, the fellow would 
represent adult clients charged with misdemeanors and perhaps clients in juvenile court.  After gaining courtroom 
experience and receiving Kentucky’s nationally recognized training, the fellow will be assigned more serious cases.

What are the types of cases the fellow(s) will handle?

What are some popular attractions to visit in the state?

DPA currently has 12 attorneys who have completed or are in the Gideon’s Promise program, in addition to several leaders 
who have attended leadership training by Gideon’s Promise.

# of Gideon’s Promise lawyers in your office?

Kentucky has a unified statewide public defender system that is an agency of state government.  Each trial office has 
staffing that includes attorneys, investigators, alternative sentencing workers, and administrative staff.  An LSPP Fellow 
who works for DPA will be a full-time state employee with complete benefits (health insurance, leave time, comp time, 
retirement plan, HR resources) and will receive the standard starting salary for DPA attorneys (which is likely to be higher 
than the law school’s contribution through the LSPP).  Though applicants through the LSPP are applying to the statewide 
system, DPA and a fellowship candidate will work together to decide which specific trial office would meet the needs and 
goals of the candidate and the agency.

Important facts about your office:

Click on Icon to View Page. 

https://dpa.ky.gov/public-defender-attorney-positions/
https://www.facebook.com/KYDPA/
https://twitter.com/KY_DPA?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ct
https://www.instagram.com/ky_dpa/


words from the chief: 
“Over the past 50 years, the Kentucky Department of Public Advocacy has become a 

model statewide public defender system. Our vision is that every one of the clients we serve 
in more than 140,000 cases each year will be provided professional and excellent 

representation delivered with empathy, respect and passion. Defenders are trained through 
our nationally recognized education program and supported through our network of more 
than 40 offices, including trial, appellate, and post-conviction branches. When I started 26 

years ago as a public defender, I wanted to make a difference in people’s lives. Thousands of 
clients later, I still believe a caring and dedicated defender provides hope and positive results 

for those facing the power of the government.  At DPA, we are looking for the next 
generation of lawyers willing to fight to give clients a better tomorrow.”
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